Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 00886 111217Z 
45 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-11 MC-02 PM-07 DODE-OO NSAE-00 

RSC-01 TRSE-00 AEC-11 CIAE-00 COME-OO L-03 XMB-07 

DRC-01 /062W 

073661 

R 1 1 1020Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4948 

UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 0886 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, GB 

SUBJ: SALE OF HERCULES CARGO PLANE TO GABON 
REF: LIBREVILLE 0769 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH ME OCTOBER 10, PRESIDENT 
BONGO RAISED THE MATTER OF THE DELIVERY DATE ON THE 
"C-130" GABON HAS ORDERED. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT BONGO (IN A LETTER 
TO ME OF WHICH AF/C HAS COPY) STATED THAT LOCKHEED 
TOLD HIM IN US GABON COULD HAVE PLANE IN 1974 IF 
STATE DEPARTMENT REQUESTED DOD TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO 
GOG ONE OF PLANES SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERY TO DOD 

IN 1974. OTHERWISE LOCKHEED CONTRACT SIGNED WITH 
GABONESE CALLS FOR DELIVERY OF PLANE IN 1975. BONGO 
ALSO TOLD ME HE HAD RAISED MATTER WITH SECRETARY 
ROGERS SUGGESTING THAT THE 1975 PLANE COULD THEN BE 
GIVEN TO DOD TO SUBSTITUTE FOR 1974 PLANE. BONGO 
SAID SECRETARY SYMPATHETIC AND ASSURED HIM MATTER 
WOULD BE PURSUED. 

3. 1 EXPLAINED TO PRESIDENT BONGO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
MILITARY VERSION (C-130) AND CIVILIAN VERSION 
(L- 100-30) OF HERCULES PLANE AND FACT GOG HAD SIGNED 
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CONTRACT FOR L-100. 1 ALSO POINTED OUT THAT EX-IM 
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COULD NOT FINANCE ANY SALE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

BONGO THEN ASKED IF LOCKHEED COULD NOT MAKE ONE 
L- 100-30 IN 1974 FOR GOG AND SUBSTITUTE A C-130 IN 
1975 FOR DOD. I SAID I DID NOT KNOW IF THIS WAS 
TECHNICALLY POSSIBLE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: CAN DEPARTMENT FIND OUT IF 
THERE IS ANY POSSIBILITY OF GOG OBTAINING THE L-100-30 
IT HAS CONTRACTED FOR IN 1974 INSTEAD OF 1975. 

PERHAPS LOCKHEED IS IN PROCESS PRODUCING A L-100-30 
FOR SOME OTHER CLIENT WHO WILL DROP OUT FOR ONE REASON 
OR ANOTHER. IT IS CLEAR THAT BONGO IS VERY ANXIOUS 
TO OBTAIN PLANE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.MCKESSON 
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